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The Story of The Seed: Creation of a Community Food Hub
 

The evolution of The Seed 
is a shared story of the 
university-community 
partnership between The 
Seed and the Research Shop. 

THE SEED COMMUNITY FOOD HUB COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

City of Guelph	 University of Guelph 
County of Wellington Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph 

Public Health
 Guelph Community Health Centre 
Guelph Neighbourhood Support 
Coalition 

PARTNERS: 

Emergency Food Services Ad Hoc Committee	 Research Shop (Institute for Community 
Engaged Scholarship, University of Guelph)Family and Children’s Services of Guelph and Wellington County
 

Food Access Working Group (FAWG) United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public HealthGuelph Wellington Task Force for Poverty Elimination (PTF) 

Institute for Community Engaged Scholarship, University of Guelph 

Research Shop 
(Institute for Community 
Engaged Scholarship, 

University of Guelph)
 

People, partnerships 

Research, reports 

Meeting, public event 

$ Funding, resources 

Launch 

Key Achievement 

Turning Point 

THE BEGINNING THE BEGINNING

Guelph-Wellington Food Guelph Wellington Task 
Round Table launched Force for Poverty 

Elimination (PTF) launched 

Food Access Working Institute for Community 
Group (FAWG) launched Engaged Scholarship and 

Research Shop launched 

JANUARY 2009 1 2 3 4 

Research Shop Interns began working with PTF in 
rapid response and embedded researcher formats 
re: local emergency food service provision 

PTF Coordinator (Randalin Ellery, United Way) 
went on maternity leave; United Way Staff 
replacement assumes coordination of PTF 

5 JANUARY 2010 6 

Spacing of timeline dates is variable. 

$ 
AWG engages support of PTF in Brief survey of emergency Strategic relationships formed to secure funding through 
entifying ways to improve provision food service providers Family and Children’s Services; University of Guelph to hire 

f local emergency food services completed by United Way a PhD student to coordinate FAWG-focused research

Meetings between PTF, FAWG Linda Hawkins (Research Shop) & Sonia Waraich (Family & Randalin Ellery (United Way) returns from 
and local Food Banks and Ontario Children’s Services) meet with U of G faculty with food maternity leave, resumes coordination of 
Association of Food Banks security expertise; request expertise and research support PTF; calls for further research to address 

existing knowledge gaps 

8 9	 10 11 12 JANUARY 2011

$ 
Research Shop Report: Emergency Research Shop Report: Emergency Public Health engaged as new member in PTF/FAWG Research Shop Intern Table on 
Food Service Providers – revised Food Service Providers – first draft through efforts of Sonia Waraich (Family and Child Food Issues launched; funded 
draft submitted to PTF (without submitted to representatives of Services) as result of portfolio change in Public by University of Guelph 
recommendations) the FAWG and the PTF Health, focusing more on food security issues 

$ 
d Hoc Committee created to Communications on role clarity, Some support for funding Institute for Community Engaged 
evelop recommendations expectations and revisions to secured through new Public Scholarship hired Erin Nelson (PhD
ased on Research Shop Report Research Shop Report Health involvement Candidate) to conduct first AWG report 

20 JANUARY 2012 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 JANUARY 2011 

Ad Hoc Committee becomes Research Shop Report: Emergency Ad Hoc Committee submitted 
a permanent working group Food Service Users – draft to recommendations to the PTF for 
focused on ensuring action reconvened Ad Hoc Committee to endorsement; endorsed 
on report recommendations develop recommendations recommendations shared with FAWG 

Research Shop report (Service Users) and Report (Research Shop) and subsequent guiding 
companion recommendations report by principles (Research and Policy Committee, PTF), toolkit 
the Ad Hoc Committee presented together and workshop with service providers on eligibility 
to PTF; recommendations endorsed requirements for accessing emergency food services 

25 APRIL 2013 24 23 JANUARY 2013 22 21 

$	 $
Informal public launch of the idea for The Funding secured for university-community Variety of grant applications submitted to fund 
Seed Community Food Hub at Innovation collaboration through Community First: Impact The Seed, with mixed success (e.g., secured 
Guelph event for local “idea-makers” of Community Engagement project, SSHRC funding through Guelph Community Foundation) 

The Seed hosts a public event with Nick Saul (Community Food The Seed Committee presents the concept of the Secure some
Centres Canada; Founder, The Stop Community Food Centre) Community Food Hub and other recommendations to engagement
to educate the community about community food centres and various groups, organizations to educate, garner Guelph Com
promote the launch  of The Seed Community Food Hub interest/awareness, and potential investment/funding 

MAY 2013 26 27	 28 29 30 JANUARY 2014 

CFICE Participatory Workshop including contributors to The Seed Open Space facilitation workshop and action 
and Research Shop team members to map the development of planning focused on the development of the
the initiative and the university-community partnership Seed Community Food Hub

$
ort for community Research Shop engaged in The Seed and the Research Shop to host a workshop, informed 

rts through City of ongoing food security projects by findings from this report to identify specific action plans for 
ity Engagement Team with other stakeholders the community food hub and other recommended actions to 

improve local emergency food access 

31 32 33 34 APRIL 2014 35 

 supp
 effo
mun

A
d
b

F
id
o




